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Ten  Departments  Represented 


New  Administration  Building  At  Grande  Prairie  Opens 

$325,500  Building  Serves  People  Of  Grande  Prairie  Area; 
Design  Allows  For  Future  Expansion  As  Needed 


First  Alberta  Government  Administration  Building  in  northern 
Alberta  has  been  opened  at  Grande  Prairie.  The  official  opening 
v/as  rriade  by  Ira  McLaughlin,  Grande  Prairie  member  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  new  building,  which  cost  approximately  $325,500,  will 
house  all  provincial  government  offices  in  the  Grande  Prairie  area 
with  the  exception  of  the  Forestry  Branch  office.  It  is  a  two-storey 
building,  constructed  on  reinforced  concrete  with  the  second  floor 
and  roof  supported  on  steel  joists. 

Designed  so  that  a  third  floor  can  be  added  when  required, 
the  new  Administration  Building  has  an  area  of  345,600  cubic  feet 
and  is  122  feet  long  and  79  feet  wide.  Construction  began  last  June 
and  this  month  the  various  government  offices  will  complete  moving 
into  the  building. 

On  the  first  floor  are  the  Alberta  Liquor  Control  Board,  the 
Provincial  Treasury  Branch  and  the  offices  of  the  District  Agricul- 
turist and  District  Home  Economist.  On  the  second  floor  will  be 


the  offices  of  the  Departments  of  Industries  and  Labour."  Municipal 
Affairs,  Public  Works,  the  District  Engineer  of  the  Highways  Depart- 
ment, a  sub-agency  of  the  Lands  Branch,  a  school  inspector  of  the 
Department  of  Education  and  an  unit  of  the  Health  Department. 
Ten  Alberta  Government  Departments  are  represented  in  the 
building. 

More  than  150  residents  of  Grande  Prairie  and  district  turned 
out  to  watch  Mr.  McLaughlin,  assisted  by  Jack  Patterson,  president 
of  the  Grande  Prairie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Mayor  Robert 
Waddell  of  Grande  Prairie,  cut  the  ribbon  at  the  front  entrance. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  said  the  new  Administration  Building  would 
serve  the  people  of  the  entire  area  south  of  the  Peace  River  from 
the  British  Columbia  boundary  to  Valleyview  as  well  as  the  citizens 
of  Grande  Prairie.  "I  believe  that  our  people  have  a  Provincial 
Building  of  which  they  all  can  take  pride,"  he  said. 

Mayor  Waddell  said  the  building  was  "tangible  proof  of  the 
faith  our  Provincial  Government  has  in  the  future  of  this  great 
Inland  Empire."  * 
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Exterior  and  interior  views  of  the  bright  and  roomy  Alberta  Government 
Administration  Building  at  Grande  Prairie  are  shown  above.  The  top  photo  shows 
the  building  with  its  main  entrance  lacing  west  and  its  side  entrance  on  the 
.south  side  of  the  building.  The  lower  photo  shows  the  second  floor  office  of 
the  District  Highways  Engineer,  a  typical  office  in  the  new  bulling. 


Ira  McLaughlin,  M.L.A.  for  Grande  Prairie  (above,  centre)  cuts  the  ribbon  open- 
ing the  new  Administration  Building.  He  is  assisted  by  Jack  Patterson,  president 
of  the  Grande  Prairie  Chamber  of  Commerce  (left),  and  Mayor  Robert  Wadddl 

of  Grande  Prairie. 
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In  a  typicai  rabies  dange;  area.  Forest  Officer  J.  D.  Champion  keeps  a  close  watcli  on  the  actions  of  wild  life  in  the  Athabasca  district.  Mr.  Champion,  at  left, 
passes  specimen  containers  to  Ernest  Ferguson  (right),  assistant  timber  inspector.  The  heads  of  suspected  rabies  cases  are  packed  in  these  containers  for  shipment 
to  Edmonton.  At  centre,  the  forest  officer  fires  at  a  coyote  in  the  wilderness  north  of  Athabasca.  During  his  inspection  tour,  Mr.  Champion,  in  the  photograph 
at  the  right,  checks  a  lynx  shot  by  trapper  Irvine  Jackson  at  Meyer  Lake.  Like  many  other  trappers  in  the  area,  Mr.  lackson  has  agreed  to  report  any  suspicious. 

signs  of  rabies  on  his  trapline. 

Poisoned  Baits  Set 

Rabies  Patrols  Working  In  Athabasca  District 

Forestry  Officers  Join  With  Trappers  In  Stemming 
Spread  Of  Epidemic  From  Wilderness  Areas 


The  wilderness  of  northern  Alberta  today  holds  a  serious 
threat  to  the  hundreds  of  trappers,  loggers  and  homesteaders  earning 
a  living  in  the  forests  and  muskegs.  This  threat  is  rabies — the  disease 
which  turns  shy  foxes,  coyotes  and  wolves  into  fearless  marauders. 

As  the  epidemic  quickly  spread  southward  from  Fort  Fitzgerald 
in  north-eastern  Alberta,  forest  officers  and  rangers  warned  isolated 
areas  of  the  threat  and  patrolled  danger  areas.  The  main  movement 
of  the  disease-ridden  animals  is  down  the  Athabasca  and  Peace 
Rivers  to  the  Lac  La  Biche  area  and  Peace  River  district. 

A  danger  area  lies  north  of  Athabasca  town  in  the  Calling 
Lake  and  Wandering  River  districts.  As  part  of  the  Athabasca 
forestry  area,  the  district  comes  under  the  jurisdication  of  J.  D. 
Champion,  tho  timber  inspector,  Ernest  Ferguson,  assistant  inspector, 
and  three  forest  rangers.  Mr.  Champion  keeps  a  close  tab  on  the 
actions  of  wild  animals  within  his  area. 

A  Large  Area  to  Cover 
The  Athabasca  forestry  district  covers  a  large  area  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  shores  of  Lac  La  Biche,  on  the  west  by  the 
Athabasca  River  south  of  Smith,  on  the  south  by  Township  62  near 
Perryvale,  and  on  the  north  by  Township  80,  about  20  miles  north 
of  Pelican  Portage.  The  forest  officer  works  in  co-operation  with  the 
District  Agriculturist  and  the  Game  Officer  in  checking  reports  in 
the  more  settled  areas,  while  radio  keeps  him  in  contact  with  the 
isolated  centres. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  staff,  the  Department  of  Lands  and 
Forests  has  hired  four  trappers  to  assist  in  the  poisoning  campaign 
within  the  Athabasca  district.  Another  18  trappers  are  working 
under  the  supervision  of  forest  officers  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
epidemic  area,  mostly  in  the  Lac  La  Biche,  Peace  River,  and  Fort 
Vermilion  districts  and  along  the 
'Mackenzie  Highway. 

The  Athabasca  crews  were  chosen 
because  they  were  reliable  and 
familiar  with  the  use  of  poison.  Each 
crew  has  its  own  dog  team  and  can 
cover  its  area  within  a  week.  The  men 
set  out  for  the  far  end  of  the  line  with 
their  poison  and  snares  and  work 
their  way  back  to  the  rendezvous 
point.  In  this  way,  if  they  run  short 
of  poison,  it  is  only  a  short  trip  back 
to  the  home  base  for  more  supplies. 
When  the  poison  lines  have  been 
the  men  make  regular 
re-setting  baits  and 
the  heads  of  suspected 


established, 
patrol  trips, 
bringing  in 
animals. 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  RABIES 

These  are  five  simple  precautionary  measures 
against  rabies: 

1.  Avoid  any  contact  with  wild  animals. 

2.  Avoid  any  contact  with  domestic  animals, 
particularly  dogs,  with  which  you  are  not  familiar. 

3.  A  wild  animal  which  bites  a  human  or  shows 
suspicious  signs  of  rabies  should  be  destroyed 
immediately. 

4.  If  a  domestic  animal  shows  signs  of  rabies, 
it  should  be  tethered  or  placed  in  a  pen  and  the 
case  reported  to  the  local  District  Agriculturist, 
Forest  or  Game  Officer,  R.C.M.P.  constable  or 
veterinarian. 

5.  If  a  human  is  bitten  by  a  suspected  rabid 
animal,  the  wound  should  be  thoroughly  washed 
with  soap  and  running  water  and  the  victim  taken 
immediately  to  a  doctor.  Public  Health  Nurse  or 
Municipal  Nurse  for  treatment. 


Each  time  the  trappers  reach  Calling  Lake  or  Wandering  River,  a 
report  is  made  to  the  forest  officer  on  the  success  of  the  baits  on 
their  lines.  Suspected  cases  are  sent  to  Athabasca  where  they  are 
forwarded  to  the  Veterinary  Laboratory,  Alberta  Department  o£ 
Agriculture,  Edmonton,  together  with  information  on  the  date  and 
location  of  the  kill.  There  they  are  packed  with  ice  and  sent  in 
special  containers  to  the  Veterinary  Research  Laboratory,  Federal 
Department  of  Animal  Pathology,  Lethbridge,  where  the  medical 
diagnosis  is  made.  The  trapper  also  reports  on  the  general  condition 
of  wild  life  in  the  area. 

Mr.  Champion  and  the  rangers  keep  the  more  than  500  trappers 
in  the  Athabasca  forestry  area  well  informed  on  the  progress  of 
the  epidemic  in  their  district.  He  has  also  urged  them  to  report  any 
suspicious  actions  of  animals  and  to  bring  in  the  heads  of  suspected 
specimens. 

Some  of  the  trappers  are  reducing  the  danger  of  rabies  spread- 
ing to  the  wolf  population  by  trapping  the  grey  marauders,  in  the 
areas  where  large  packs  have  been  sighted.  These  men  are  visited 
whenever  necessary  and  report  any  suspected  cases. 

A  Large  Rabbit  Population 

There  is  a  large  number  of  coyotes  and  foxes  in  the  district, 
and  numerous  scattered  packs  of  timber  wolves  in  the  wilderness. 
The  rabbit  population — which  is  the  main  diet  for  these  animals — 
is  also  quite  high  and  has  been  estimated  to  average  5,000  per 
square  mile.  For  this  reason,  the  buffer  zone  of  poisoned  baits  and 
the  assistance  of  trappers  may  play  an  important  part  in  slowing 
or  halting  the  general  spread  of  the  disease. 

To  insure  that  the  proper  precautions  will  be  taken  in  sending 
case  specimens  for  diagnosis,  the  Alberta  Government  has  set  up 

depots  throughout  the  northern  part  of 
the  Province.  The  depot  at  Athabasca 
is  in  the  Provincial  Building  where 
most  of  the  Alberta  Government  offices 
are  located.  The  depot  has  large  ad- 
dressed metal  containers  supplied  by 
the  Veterinary  Services  Branch  for  the 
shipment  of  heads  or  carcasses  of  sus- 
pected cases,  and  rubber  gloves  for 
handling  the  bodies  of  any  suspected 
rabid  animals. 

The  people  of  the  Athabasca  area 
have  shown  a  great  interest  in  con- 
trolling the  epidemic  and  have  co- 
operated by  attempting  to  keep  all 
dogs  in  the  area  leased  or  penned  up. 
The  nearest  confirmed  cases  have  been 
at  Boyle,  20  miles  south-east,  and  Lac 
La  Biche,  50  miles  east.  (Continued  on 
Page  Three). 
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Apprentice  Tradesmen  Train 
At  New  Shop  Building 

First  of  its  kind  in  Canada,  a  new  shop  building  has  been 
opened  as  an  addition  to  the  Provincial  Institute  of  Technology  and 
Art  at  Calgary. 

The  new  building  accommodates  300  students,  most  of  them 
taking  apprenticeship  courses  in  automotive  mechanics  and  building 
construction. 

Since  September  students  have  been  working  with  modern 
equipment  in  clean,  bright  surroundings.  To  supplement  the  natural 
light  coming  through  the  glass  bricks,  long  rows  of  fluorescent 
lights  are  provided  in  all  rooms.  Interior  decoration  is  in  glare- 
reducing  green  colors  and  ceilings  are  of  acoustic  tile. 

The  automotive  department,  which  takes  up  half  of  the  build- 
ing, consists  of  four  shops  which  can  service  48  cars  at  one  time. 
This  department  has  been  provided  with  up-to-date  automotive 
repair  equipment,  including  a  $3,000  dynometer,  a  device  which 
simulates  all  road  conditions  to  test  the  operating  characteristics 
of  cars. 

The  woodworking  department  consists  of  four  shops,  equipped 
with  an  underground  fan  system  which  removes  sawdust  and 
shavings  from  the  floor  as  they  fall  from  the  machines  and  work- 
benches. The  waste  material  is  "vacuumed"  into  a  collection  area, 
where  the  sawdust  is  gathered  for  use  as  a  sweeping  compound. 

Equipment  in  the  woodworking  department  is  valued  at  $40,000 
while  the  automotive  equipment  is  worth  $80,000.  Cost  of  the  build- 
ing was  shared  by  the  Alberta  Government  and  the  Government 
of  Canada.  • 

RABIES  PATROLS 

(Continued  From  Page  Two) 

The  trappers  in  the  Athabasca  district  work  in  two-man  crews, 
setting  out  poison  baits  and  snares  near  the  19th  base  line  in  the 
attempt  to  halt  the  southward  progress  of  the  rabid  animals.  Two 
trappers  work  out  from  Wandering  River  and  another  two  from  Call- 
ing Lake.  One  of  the  men  sets  bait  east  from  Wandering  River  to  a 
point  between  Townships  14  and  15,  where  he  meets  the  trapper 
from  the  four-man  crew  poisoning  a  line  in  the  Lac  La  Biche  area 
to  the  Saskatchewan  boundary.  The  other  Wandering  River  trap- 
per works  west  to  the  Athabasca  River,  where  he  meets  one  of 
the  Calling  Lake  trappers  who  has  a  line  between  the  river  and 
Calling  Lake.  The  fourth  man  moves  westward  from  Calling  Lake 
to  Township  25  at  the  bend  of  the  Athabasca  River  near  Moose 
Portage. 

In  this  manner,  a  continuous  143-mile  line  of  poisoned  baits 
is  set  from  the  Saskatchewan  boundary  to  Moose  Portage. 

A  Modern  "WoHer" 

Irvine  Jackson  is  an  example  of  a  trapper  who  specializes  in 
timber  wolves.  He  has  his  main  cabin  on  the  edge  of  Meyer  Lake, 
20  miles  north-west  of  Athabasca,  and  has  two  smaller  cabins 
farther  in  the  bush.  Mr.  Jackson  has  more  access  to  civilization  than 
most  trappers,  as  a  lumber  company  road  leads  past  his  cabin  to 
the  highway  and  is  passable  in  a  jeep  or  heavy  truck. 

This  trapper  uses  a  large  dog  with  pack  sacks  to  help  him 
on  his  trapline,  rather  than  the  popular  dog  teams  which  are  com- 
monly used  in  the  north.  When  visited  by  Mr.  Champion,  the  trapper 
showed  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  epidemic,  but  reported  no. 
signs  of  mad  animals  on  his  traplines. 

"There  are  a  few  packs  of  timber  wolves  in  the  district,"  he 
reported  to  the  forest  officer,  "and  I'm  setting  out  poison  near  their 
runs."  ® 


The  recent  appointment  of  L.  C.  Halmrast,  M.L.A.  for  the 
Warner  Constituency,  to  the  portfolio  of  Public  Welfare  formerly 
held  by  Hon.  Dr.  W.  W.  Cross,  Minister  of  Health,  enlarges 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  to  11.  For 
reference  purposes,  members  of  the  Executive  Council  are  listed 
below: 

Bon.  E.  C.  Manning  Premier,  Provincial  Treasurer, 

Minister  of  Mines  and  Minerals 

Hon.  Dr.  W.  W.  Cross  Minister  of  Health 

Hon.  Lucien  Maynard   Attorney-General 

Hon.  C.  E.  Gerhart  Provincial  Secretary, 

Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs 
Hon.  A.  J.  Hooke   Minister  of  Public  Works, 

Economic  Affairs 
Hon.  D.  A.  Ure   Minister  of  Agriculture, 

Water  Resources 

Hon.  Dr.  J.  L.  Robinson  Minister  of  Industries  and  Labor 

Hon.  Ivan  Casey   Minister  of  Lands  and  Forests 

Hon.  Gordon  Taylor  Minister  of  Highways, 

Railways  and  Telephones 

Hon.  Anders  O.  Aalborg  Minister  of  Education 

Hon.  L.  C.  Halmrast  Minister  of  Public  Welfare 


A  group  ol  ioutth-yeor  motor  car  mechanic  apprentices  are  shown  above  taking 
in  a  lecture  on  automatic  transmissions  in  the  motor  car  mechanics  section  of  the 
new  technical  training  building  of  the  Provincial  Institute  of  Technology  and  Art. 


The  finest  and  most  modern  tools  are  provided  in  the  new  building  shops. 
Here  is  a  cabinet  of  wood-working  tools  which  would  be  the  envy  of  any  home 

hobbyist. 


Students  use  power  tools  in  one  of  the  spacious  and  well-lighted 
wood-working  shops. 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used. 

Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication.  All 
photographs  used  are  Alberta  Government  Photographs 
unless  otherwise  specified. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Out 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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Shown  above  is  a  general  view  oi  the  Civil  Defence  First  Aid  Station  in  action. 
At  the  time  the  photo  was  taken.  Resuscitation  was  receiving  the  heavy  load 
of  casualties.  In  the  canteen,  two  slightly  injured  casualties  relax  with  cups  of 
ginger  ale.  A  "body,"  shrouded  by  a  blanket,  may  be  seen  on  the  floor  of 

Mortuary. 


A  medical  officer  and  two  nurses  place  a  "Tobruk"  plaster  around  a  fractured 
thigh.  The  "Tobruk"  plaster  cast,  so  named  after  its  use  during  the  Battle  of 
Tobruk  and  other  Western  Desert  engagements  during  the  Second  World  War, 
enables  a  fracture  case  to  be  prepared  quickly  and  safely  for  evacuation. 


Three  civil  defence  workers  who  have  had  flash  bums  "faked"  upon  their  faces 
and  arms,  complete  the  realistic  details  of  a  serious  leg  wound  on  a  fourth 

"caRualty." 


Realistic  Air  Raid  'Wounds^ 
Treated  In  First -Aid  Station 

Grimly  realistic  "wounds"  gave  authenticity  to  the  first 
Canadian  demonstration  of  the  operation  of  a  modern  Civil  Defence 
First-Aid  Station  at  Edmonton,  January  27. 

Sponsored  by  the  Canadian  and  Alberta  Governments'  civil 
defence  organizations,  the  demonstration  was  staged  to  determine 
standard  operating  procedures  for  a  first-aid  station  as  well  as  to 
demonstrate  a  "casualty  faking"  technique  which  could  be  used 
for  training  by  municipal  Civil  Defence  groups  across  Canada. 

To  assure  that  the  first  demonstration  would  stimulate  discus- 
sion on  the  improvement  of  the  techniques  shown,  a  critical  and 
informed  group  of  spectators  was  chosen  for  the  premiere.  This 
group  was  made  up  of  56  delegates  from  British  Columbia,  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan,  Manitoba  and  Ontario,  representing  the  armed 
services,  medical  and  hospital  groups  and  civil  defence 
organizations. 

Those  planning  the  display  hope  the  constructive  criticism 
given  by  those  attending  the  western  conference  and  later  by 
similar  groups  who  will  see  the  demonstration  at  Montreal  and 
Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  will  lead  to  a  first-aid  station  technique 
of  maximum  efficiency. 

The  doctors,  nurses  and  civil  defence  workers  from  Edmonton 
who  staffed  the  mock  first-aid  station  received  a  vivid  introduction 
to  the  horrible  wounds  they  would  have  to  deal  with  following  an 
atomic  bomb  attack.  Fifty  casualties,  recruited  from  the  medical 
students  of  the  University  of  Alberta,  provincial  civil  servants  and 
members  of  the  Civil  Service  Playhouse  drama  group,  were  brought 
into  the  centre  with  a  ghastly  variety  of  wounds. 

It  was  little  comfort  to  the  squeamish  that  the  wounds  had 
been  contrived  through  the  art  of  theatrical  make-up.  All  wounds 
had  to  be  medically  authentic  and  had  to  pass  inspection  by  a 
doctor  before  being  approved. 

In  charge  of  the  wound  preparation  was  Major  Richard  Bing- 
ham, of  Ottawa.  Major  Bingham  in  his  30  years'  service  with  the 
British  Army  has  developed  a  keen  appreciation  of  exactly  how 
serious  air  raid  wounds  should  look.  He  worked  four  days  preparing 
the  necessary  materials  used  in  simulating  the  wounds.  Then  during 
the  morning  before  the  demonstration,  started  "making  up"  the 
casualties.  Using  morticians'  wax,  plasticine,  veal  bone,  sheep 
intestines,  fragments  of  glass,  three  types  of  imitation  blood,  and 
dental  powder.  Major  Bingham  showed  local  civil  defence  workers 
the  tricks  of  the  trade. 

The  first-aid  station  in  the  civil  defence  organization  is  designed 
to  handle  1,000  cases  in  a  24-hour  day.  It  is  the  unit  which  casualties 
come  to  first  and  although  treatment  must  of  necessity  be  brief 
but  adequate  in  order  to  handle  the  heavy  flow  of  wounded,  the 
main  thought  is  to  save  lives. 

The  mock  first-aid  station  used  in  the  display  consisted  of  a 
series  of  taped-off  areas  bearing  placards  denoting  the  use  of  each 
area. 

Casualties  were  brought  into  the  station  by  stretcher  bearers 
from  the  City  of  Edmonton  fire  and  police  departments.  In  admitting, 
a  doctor  made  quick  examinations  and  allocated  the  casualties  to 
the  area  best  suited  to  treat  the  injuries. 

Those  in  need  of  resuscitation  were  taken  to  an  area  where 
they  were  given  intravenous  injections  of  plasma;  other  serious 
cases  were  taken  to  a  treatment  room  where  quick  surgical  treat- 
ment was  given.  Casualties  with  cuts,  arm  fractures  and  lesser 
wounds  were  treated  in  another'  area  while  those  with  shock  were 
given  shock  treatment  and  rest  in  the  canteen.  Those  still  able  to 
receive  further  treatment  were  taken  to  Evacuation  from  which 
stretcher  bearers  of  No.  36  Casualty  Clearing  Station,  R.C.A.M.C. 
moved  them  to  hospitals.  The  dead  were  placed  in  Mortuary  while 
hopeless  cases,  like  that  of  a  woman,  writhing  in  the  agonies  of 
radiation  sickness,  were  placed  in  Holding. 

All  "casualties"  taking  part  in  the  demonstration  had  been 
instructed  to  maintain  expressions  which  would  be  in  keeping  with 
their  injuries  while  their  faces  had  been  dusted  and  painted  to 
give  that  appearance  which  would  enable  a  doctor  or  nurse  to 
make  an  accurate  diagnosis  of  the  condition.  Some  of  the  wounds 
were  new,  others  old,  and  the  patients  arrived  at  the  station 
in  an  irregular  pattern,  increasing  the  sense  of  reality  of 
the  demonstration.  • 


